Emergency Preparedness for Early Education and Child Care
Resources for Information

1.  Title 55. Public Welfare, Part V. Children, Youth and Families Manual, Subpart D. Nonresidential Agencies, Facilities and Services, Article I. Licensing/Approval, Chapter 3270. Child Day Care Centers, General Requirements and corresponding references in 3280. Group Child Day Care Homes, and 3290. Family Child Day Care Homes and the Statement of Policy “Emergency Plan.”  (PA Bulletin, Doc. No. 03-2454.) www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol33/33-52/2454.html 

This DPW statement of policy was published in December 2003 and becomes effective June 24, 2004. For the full text of the statement of policy, be sure to visit the website for the PA Bulletin. To help users of this Self-Learning Module relate the tasks involved in this training to the requirements contained in the Bulletin, the following excerpt from the PA Bulletin is quoted here:

“An emergency plan enables the facility operator and staff persons to respond to a variety of events, including the following:

· Fire

· Bomb threat, threatening call or message

· Utility disruption (water, heat, electricity)

· Flood

· Medical / Dental emergency

· Severe weather (snow, ice storms, tornado, high wind, temperature extremes)

· Security/lockdown (civil disturbance, threat of violence, intruder, hostage, disgruntled employees or parents/guardians)

· Hazardous material spills

· Nuclear emergency

· Missing child

· Other emergencies

A facility operator should work with the Department’s regional day care office and with the county Emergency Management Agency (EMA) in developing an emergency plan. Each county EMA is responsible for overseeing emergency plans in that county. The EMA coordinator can provide information to assist the facility operator in preparing an emergency plan specific to the needs of the facility and may be able to assist in determining appropriate alternative shelter, both on and off the child care site.

A facility operator should also consider the Department’s regulatory requirements in developing the emergency plan. By regulation, an operator shall have procedures regarding fire drills, emergency medical care, emergency contact information and release of children to a designated adult. In developing an emergency plan, the facility operator should consider the size and location of the facility, the needs of children in care and any unique circumstances that pertain to the facility which would require special attention. A facility operator may also want to request help in writing the emergency plan from available community resources and qualified National resources. In addition, the operator should involve parents of children in care in developing the plan. 

The facility operator shall reevaluate the emergency plan at least annually and update the plan based on changes at the facility or in the community. The facility operator shall train facility persons as described in the applicable statement of policy.”

DPW requires that operator post the emergency plan in a conspicuous location, and provide to the parent of each enrolled child a letter explaining the emergency procedures, and any subsequent updates to the plan.  DPW also requires that the operator send a copy of the emergency plan and subsequent plan updates to the county emergency management agency.  

For regulatory compliance to operate as a legally regulated child day care facility, DPW requires that four elements are addressed in the emergency plan: shelter, evacuation, notification of parents that there is an emergency situation, and notification of parents that the emergency has ended with instruction about how they can reunite with their children. 
2.  Emergency Response Planning Guide for Child Care (ECELS-HCCPA web page www.ecels-healthychildcarepa.org ) Posted on the PA AAP website 3-15-03; select ECELS-Healthy Child Care PA, then Resources for Child Care Providers and Child Care Health Consultants
3.  Fill-in the blank Guides:

a. Pennsylvania Emergency Preparedness Guide (PEMA)  www.pema.state.pa.us  
 - On left side of home page click on “Plans, Guides & Presentations” scroll down  
to either:

  “Emergency Preparedness Guide and Survey” Pennsylvania Emergency 
Preparedness Guide (English & Spanish) 

“Day Care Planning Tool Kit.”
DPW-PEMA Day Care Emergency Operations Plan – August 2003

i. Part 1 – Basic Emergency Plan

ii. Part 2 – Checklists

iii. Part 3 – Supporting Documents

b. Bright Horizons Model Emergency Response Plan February 2003 (On the 
Internet at http://www.brighthorizons.com/talktochildren/.) Scroll down and click on “Documents” found on the left of the home page.  Then 
scroll down to Emergency Plan and click on “Ready to Respond to Emergency 
Preparedness Plan for Early Care and Education Centers”
c.   US Department of Defense Planning Forms – Linda Harwanko Handouts from September 17, 2003 Audio Conference (On the Internet at www.paaap.org, select Archives, the Let’s Talk Audio Conferences, then September 17, 2003)

4.  Federal Emergency Preparedness resources: www.ready.gov lists all the county emergency management planning agencies with their contact information.

· Make a Plan: Shelter in Place diagram (How to tape a room: print off to include in your plan) 
http://www.ready.gov/america/shelter-in-place.html )

· In a High Rise http://www.ready.gov/america/highrise.htm 

· In a Moving Vehicle (field trips) http://www.ready.gov/america/vehicle.html 
5.  An audiotape of September 17, 2003 audio conference on “Emergency Preparedness for Children in Early Education and Child Care Programs” organized for the mid-Atlantic region by the PA AAP for Healthy Child Care America campaign. When an early education provider requests the Self-Learning Module, ECELS sends this audiotape with the Registration of Training Forms.  
6.  Handouts from 9/17/03 audio conference: Let’s Talk: Emergency Preparedness for Children in Early Education and Child Care Programs (Deb Mathias (provider viewpoint), Jamie Calabrese (pediatrician perspective), Linda Harwanko (Headquarters/Department of the Army – discussion points plus forms and lists documents, sections from “Keeping Children Safe … Disaster Emergency Planning”). Posted on the PA AAP website www.paaap.org 8/03. Hard copies of these handouts are available from ECELS-Healthy Child Care PA also. When asking for the audiotape to complete the Self-Learning Module, request hard copies of the handouts if you prefer to have them instead of the electronic version.
7.  Activities to teach children emergency preparedness: for toddlers, for preschoolers, for school age children (sample activities to be taken from websites linked to www.ready.gov) 

8.  Children and Emergency Situations. Compiled For Region 13, 2003 by Janice Maker MS, CRNP, BC, MCH Consultant. This is a tri-fold pamphlet suitable for distribution to staff and parents. (ECELS-HCCPA web page www.ecels-healthychildcarepa.org) Select Resources for Child Care Providers and Child Care Health Consultants.

9.  The National Organization on Disability has a website with helpful resources for planning for persons with disabilities at www.nod.org.  That website provides staff contacts for personal help with planning for emergencies for individuals with disabilities, products and services for such circumstances, as well as information in English and in Spanish.
10.  Bioterrorism information and contact numbers:
a. Health Department Information: State Health Department Websites www.cdc.gov/other.htm#states 
b. Emergency Contacts
1) National Response Center: 800-424-8802 or 202-267-2675
2) Domestic Preparedness Help Line: 800-368-6498
3) US Public Health Service Emergency Preparedness Office: 800-USA-NDMS or www.ndms.dhhs.gov 
c. Web Information Resources on Bioterrorism
            1) American Academy of Pediatrics: www.aap.org/terrorism
2) CDC bioterrorism information Web site: www.bt.cdc.gov/
3) Infectious Diseases Society of America Web site: www.idsociety.org/BT/ToC.htm
4) American Society for Microbiology Web Site: www.asm.org   


11. Early Childhood Education Linkage System – Healthy Child Care PA (ECELS-HCCPA) 
PA Chapter, American Academy of Pediatrics
Rose Tree Corporate Center II




       

1400 North Providence Road, Suite 3007    

Media, PA 19063

(484) 446-3003In PA (800) 243-2357

Fax: (484) 446-3255

Email: ECELS@paaap.org 

Website: www.ecels-healthychildcarepa.org  

12. National Weather Service, U.S. Department of Commerce National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration 
http://www.tallytown.com/redcross/library/NOAAWeatherRadio.pdf  

13. National Association of School Psychologist 
http://www.naspcenter.org/crisis_safety/index.html 


Scroll down left side of home page and click on “NASP Crisis Resources”

14. Pennsylvania Department of Environment Protection 

      Statewide Environmental Emergency Hot Line open 24/7, (800) 541-2050
Northeast Regional Office …………………………………. (570) 826-2511
Northcentral Regional Office ……………………………… (570) 327-3636

Northwest Regional Office ……………............................. (814) 327-3636

Southeast Regional Office ………………………………… (484) 250-5900
Southcentral Regional Office ……………………………... (717) 705-4700


Southwest Regional Office ………………………………... (412) 442-4000

15. Pennsylvania Department of Health ……………………….… (877) PA HEALTH

(This phone number will route your call to your local Health District)

16. Pennsylvania Department of Public Welfare Child Care Bureau


Central Region ………………………………………………. (800) 222-2117


Northeast Region …………………………………………… (800) 222-2108

Southeast Region …………………………………………… (800) 346-2929

Western Region …………………………………………...… (800) 222-2149
17. Pennsylvania American Red Cross  http://www.redcross.org/where/chapts.asp#PA  The American Red Cross offers many disaster preparedness, volunteer and donation services.  Contact your local chapter of the American Red Cross for information on these services.

18. Virtual Newsstand (Locate your local TV & Radio stations) http://www.state.pa.us/papower/taxonomy/taxonomy.asp?DLN=30107&papowerPNavCtr=|30126|#30126  On the left side of the page scroll down to “Virtual Newsstand” click on the “Media Market” below to locate your local TV and Radio stations to get their emergency contact information.

19. Federal Emergency Medical Association (FEMA) 


- Are You ready? (First Aid supply chart). 


)
http://www.fema.gov/areyouready/appendix_b.shtm 

20. American Academy of Pediatrics - Resources to Help Cope with Natural 
and Other Disasters. In the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, the American 
Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) recommends these resources to help 
children, parents and pediatricians.   
http://www.aap.org/new/returnofchildren.pdf 

21. Healthy Childcare (publication)  http://www.healthychild.net/articles/mc38manage.html The February-March 2004 issue of Healthy Childcare was devoted to emergency preparation, and can be found on this website.  The articles include emergency planning tips with information on evacuations, staying healthy during a crisis, managing medications in an emergency, emergency food and water planning, and stress in an emergency.  This issue is available online and in print.

· The Medicine Chest: Managing Medications in an Emergency.

http://www.healthychild.net/articles/mc38manage.html 

22. Better Kid Care 

http://betterkidcare.psu.edu/EmergPrep/Center%20Emergency%20Plan.doc 

· Document Samples for Centers and Group Homes 

(Letter of Agreement with Emergency Evacuation Site & parent Letter

http://betterkidcare.psu.edu/EmergPrep/Center%20Emergency%20Plan.doc
· Document Samples Family Child Care  Homes 

http://betterkidcare.psu.edu/EmergPrep/Family%20Emergency%20Plan.doc 
23. American Association of Poison Control Centers 

800-222-1222http://www.aapcc.org/
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